
 

 

NOTES ON MAPS FOR 2008 RACE 
Release 1 

 

In this year edition of ARWS Estoril Portugal XPD Race several types of maps 
will be used and we briefly present some examples in these first notes. Further 
information will be issued when we decide the complete set of mapping we will 
give you. For the moment, we present you three types of maps we will use in 
the MTB and O-MTB sections. 

 

 

Figure 1 – Typical area for O-MTB in a 1:20 000 map 



 

 

The O-MTB maps will be similar to the one presented in figure 1 and have a 
dedicated norm under the IOF - International Orienteering Federation – ISOM; 
in the extract the biking quality of the trails and road are represented by 
thickness and continuity of the line.  

 
 

 

Figure 2 – Identical area of figure 1 in a 1:25 000 map 

For that particular piece of territory we present, in figure 2, the military map 
with scale 1:25 000; these maps represent the terrain in a rather distinct 
manner with less detail and ignoring some of the information that orienteering 
maps provide. One important aspect is the difference in the contour lines 
height, which is more detailed in the O-Map (the difference in height is 5m, 
which implies the doubling of the contour lines). 



 

 

Even a different way to present the terrain, with less detail and a different 
methodology and norm, are the military maps with 1:50 000 scale. In these 
maps, very similar to many available in other parts of the world, only the most 
important features of the terrain are mentioned and many small trails and 
roads are ignored. This can cause you additional difficulties: to avoid that we 
will update the maps with more trails and roads in the places we feel it can be 
an option to your navigation strategy. 

 

Figure 3 – Example for a typical area in 1:50 000 maps 



 

 

Figure 3 presents a typical area identical to many others you will find along the 
way with many waterlines which many are only “active” under heavy raining 
conditions or in the rainy season. Nevertheless these depressions of the terrain 
(small valleys) are very safe landmarks, thus they never disappear and many 
times the trails and even the roads are completely “wash out” by the cropping 
activities or by the dense bushes. 

 

Figure 4 – Legend for 1:25 000 maps 

To help in the comprehension of the maps we also present you with the legend 
“in Portuguese” (we hope we will translate it for the next release) for the 
1:25000 scale (Fig. 4) and 1:50000 scale (Fig.5). 



 

 

 

Figure 5 – Legend for 1:50 000 maps 

It’s all for now, please don’t hesitate in placing your questions regarding this 
matters. We will try our best to reply you in the next opportunity. 
 
Alexandre 

 


